[image: image1.png]i B
R ora lving plaret”




Newsletter October 2006

ACP-EU/Cotonou/10th EDF

Contents

	· A preparatory meeting for the 10th EDF held in Yaounde on the 30th of August 2006
	1

	· Mauritania & EDF: News
	1

	· Fisheries Agreement with Guinea-Bissau
	2

	· Trade: Small Nations' Doubts about EPAs
	2

	· The 16-17 October Session Of The GAERC (General Affairs and External Relations Council of Ministers)
	2

	· Fund for developing countries to boost energy efficiency
	3

	· European Commission To Support Management of Lake Victoria
	3

	· Information on SFP beneficiary countries
	3

	· Greater Protection For Marine Resources
	4

	· Negociations of Instruments of EC External Aid: Agreement over the Development Co-operation Instrument
	4

	· EU German Presidency: Its Views on Development
	4

	· The EC Support to Good Governance: The Civil Society Perspective
	5

	· 7th EU – Africa Ministerial Troika Meeting - Brazzaville, 10 October 2006
	5

	· European Parliament Report on Environmental Mainstreaming
	5

	· Agenda
	6

	· …Express news…
	6


_____________________________________________________________________________________________

A preparatory meeting for the 10th EDF held in Yaounde

On the 30th of August 2006

In the last days of August has been held in Yaounde Aa preparatory meeting for the 10th EDF between EDF National Focal Points for Central Africa and the Regional Focal Point (CEMAC) was held in Yaounde in August. .
During this meeting, Ministers of the Economy and Finance (National Focal Points) of CEMAC countries identified as one of the priority areas for the 10th EDF for Central Africa the management of renewable natural resources. Obviously, this is a welcomed development for the sub-region.

They dealt also with the 9th EDF and its weak performance in the implementationfor the execution of the program: as a result, the EU has  finally decided to reduce toof Euro 93 millions the 10th EDF for the CEMAC. 

Related links/ Final Communiqué: 

http://www.cemac.cf/cemacweb/Communiques/ComFin_OrdNat_Reg_9FED.htm
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Mauritania & EDF: News

Despite the fact that Mauritania has known a Coup d’Etat in July 2005, which was in violation with the Cotonou Agreement, as the Council Decision 2006/470/EC assert, Paul Siegel bring us good news about EDF.

	Council Decision 2006/470/EC concerning the conclusion of consultations with the Islamic Republic of Mauritania under Article 96 of the revised Cotonou Agreement.


Adopted on 29 June. With this decision, the EU will notify to the Mauritanian authorities that cooperation activities under the ninth European Development Fund (EDF) will be resumed, as the EU considers that initiatives introduced by the transitional authorities will help strengthen the respect for democratic principles, fundamental freedoms and rights, the rule of law and good governance in the country. However, the 10th EDF country strategy paper for Mauritania will not be signed by the EU before confirmation that the country has effectively returned to a constitutional order after free and transparent presidential and parliamentary elections, following the coup d'état of 3 August 2005. The EU condemned the coup d'état as a violation of essential elements contained in the ACP-EC agreement.


Paul Siegel, Marine Conservation Advisor for WWF’s Africa and Madagascar Programme talked mid-September with  the Mauritania Director of Environment about EDF.  Neither he nor the Secretary General of Environment had been informed of what was going on so he asked Paul to send him the manual and associated documents and has expressed very strong support.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Fisheries Agreement with Guinea-Bissau

The Council adopted a regulation published October 18th approving the conclusion of an agreement with Guinea-Bissau with a view to extending for one year the protocol establishing fishing opportunities and the financial contribution provided for in the EU/Guinea-Bissau agreement on fishing off the coast of Guinea-Bissau. The agreement covers the period from 16 June 2006 to 15 June 2007. The Community's financial compensation amounts to EUR 7.26 millions.

More information:

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_Data/docs/pressdata/en/ecofin/91272.pdf 

http://ec.europa.eu/fisheries/index_en.htm 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Trade: Small Nations' Doubts about EPAs

A proposal by Senegalese Trade Minister Mamadou Diop published October 17th to postpone the 2008 deadline for signing trade agreements with the EU found much support. Ministers and ambassadors attended the meeting from the ACP group of countries ahead of EU ministers' trade and development talks next week. Some of the leaders from Pacific nations among the 79-member ACP group said they would consider opting out of the controversial Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) between the EU and ACP regions. Several ACP countries feel betrayed by the direction the negotiations have taken. The Cotonou text says EPAs should promote development, contribute to poverty eradication and foster the integration of ACP countries in the world economy. But that is not how things are looking now. At the start of the EPA negotiations, the ACP countries assumed that there would be a World Trade Organisation agreement on trade liberalisation by 2004 allowing for special and flexible treatment of poor countries. But the WTO trade liberalisation talks have stalled, which means that the current, more rigid trade rules would apply.

More information

http://www.ipsterraviva.net/Europe/article.aspx?id=3932 

http://www.acp-eu-trade.org/index.php?language=en&loc=frame_main.php/
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

The 16-17 October Session Of The GAERC

(General Affairs and External Relations Council of Ministers)

Finland chairs the Council from July to December 2006. The Finnish Government’s  has drawn up an agenda for the October session of the GAERC dealtthat deals with important development and trade issues, including policy coherence for development, aid effectiveness and donor harmonisation. They also discussed the EU-Africa Partnership on Infrastructure of particular interest to WWF and ecoregional conservation. .                                                                                                            The conclusions of the session include the followingterest particularly WWF, as the 13th parparagraph:agraph of the Council Coinclusions on EU – Africa Partnership on Infrastructure: “ RECALL the fact that the environment and social impacts of large infrastructure projects can be severe and INVITE the Commission to establish sustainability criteria for selection of projects and to ensure application of environmental and social impacts assessment, paying special attention to education, health, conflict sensitivity, climate change, labour and human rights aspects, and to mainstream HIV/AIDS and gender concerns throughout the project cycle. The principles on integrating energy into development cooperation referred to in the General Affairs and External Relations Council conclusions of 10 April 2006 and the sustainability criteria provided by the World Commission on Dams Recommendations for large water infrastructure should, inter alia, be taken into due account when establishing the criteria”

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Fund for Developing Countries to Boost Energy Efficiency

The European Commission has proposed ( October 9th) the creation of global risk capital fund to mobilise private investment in energy efficiency and renewable energy projects in developing countries and economies in transition. The GEEREF (Global Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Fund), an innovative public-private partnership, follows up on world leaders’ commitment at the 2002 World Summit on Sustainable Development. The purpose is to increase, urgently and significantly, the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix, while halving the proportion of the global population lacking access to energy by 2010. Thereby it must help to bring secure energy supplies to people in poorer regions of the world; these projects will also combat climate change and air pollution. To trigger substantial private sector funding, the Commission intends to kick-start the fund with a contribution of up to 80 M Euro over the next four years. 
More information
   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/environment/index_en.htm

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

European Commission To Support 

Management of Lake Victoria

The European Commission has agreed to provide 2.5 million Euro as part of its assistance to the Lake Victoria Environmental Management Project. The East African Community and the World Bank starting this October to June 2008 will implement the project between October 06 and June 08.. The financing agreement was signed in Arusha recently by Mr. Juma Mwapachu, the Secretary General of the East African Community, and Mr. Douglas Carpenter, Counsellor at the European Commission Delegation in Tanzania. The overall objective of this project is a productive Lake Victoria Basin that is regulated and managed on a sustainable basis for the benefit of local people. The EC has been supporting activities in Lake Victoria since the 1980s.
More information

http://allafrica.com/stories/200610020698.html
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Information on SFP beneficiary countries

The SFP ("Strenghtening Fishery Products") site now includes data on the programme's beneficiary countries. In the "Country profiles" section, site visitors can consult detailed information on the African countries. This includes a general description of the geography, economy and the situation of the fisheries sector in each country. Specific data on the processing sector and the fish trade are also available. The European Union's relations with the country (especially in terms of trade) are detailed, along with EU-funded assistance projects.

More information:

http://www.sfp-acp.org/FR/index.htm 

http://www.sfp-acp.org/EN/C1-Afrique.htm 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Greater Protection for Marine Resources

Fisheries and Maritime Affairs commissioner Joe Borg welcomed the positive results reached at the annual meeting of the South East Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (SEAFO), currently chaired by the EU, which ended October, 10th in Windhoek, Namibia. The main debate centred on the issue of sensitive habitats and the Scientific Council recommendation to close certain areas with seamounts and conduct small-scale experimental fisheries to gather data. The EU’s proposal to close 10 such areas for 2007-2010 was approved (and most of these cover areas where no fishing has occurred to date). Other measures to fight illegal fishing practices were agreed, among others a ban on transhipments in the SEAFO area, and a process to identify and blacklist vessels practising illegal fishing activities.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Negociations of Instruments of EC External Aid: Agreement over the Development Co-operation Instrument

The financial instruments of EC external aid include co-operation and development, economic co-operation, European Neighbourhood and Partnership Policy, aid for stability and pre-accession. An additional instrument on human rights has been added by the European Parliament. The instrument for development co-operation and economic co-operation has a budget of Euro 15.1 bn for 2007-2013. This is in addition to the 22bn under the European Development Fund for ACP countries in the Cotonou Agreement. 

The three other instruments are for the European Partnership and Neighbourhood programmes (Euro10.5bn over seven years, the pre-accession instrument (10.2 million) and the stability instrument for dealing with crises and instability in third countries (Euro2.5 bn).

 Pushed by the EU Finnish Presidency, the European Parliament and the Council reached agreement on Instrument for Development on 20 September.

The instrument foresees geographical and thematic programmes. Asia, Latin America, Middle East, Central Asia and South Africa will benefit from the geographical programmes. The thematic programmes include: non-state actors, environment, migration, investing in people in food security, which ACP countries will also benefit from. The European Parliament and the Council will adopt the Development Co-operation Instrument by the end of the year thus avoiding disruption with the current regulations. It will be implemented at the beginning of 2007.

Agreement on the Development Co-operation Instrument reached at COREPER on 4 October 2006 (still to be adopted by the European Parliament and the Council).

More information

http://www.eurostep.org/wcm/index.php?option=com_content&task=category§ionid=8&id=85&Itemid=115

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

EU German Presidency: Its Views on Development

Germany will be hosting the EU after Finland’s presidency from the 1st January to the 30th June

2007. Currently, the German official agenda is under preparation and should be released on the 18th

October 2006. The agenda for development will apparently contain similar issues to the Finnish

one, as the two governments say they are working closely together on this.

For the German presidency Venro, the Association of German development non-governmental

organisations, is coordinating a campaign called Prospects for Africa – Europe’s Policies which

started on the 1st September 2006.

The German Civil Society campaign is concentrating on EU-Africa relations and related to this a

Manifesto Workshop will be organised from the 31st October until 1st November with more than 20

African partners working together with German civil society organisations on civil society demands.

The actual Manifesto will be published at the beginning of December 2006.

The German civil society campaign focuses on six topics: 

-     establishing fair EU-ACP trade

-     giving precedence to development in regional trade agreements; promoting global change in energy policies 

· making development compatible with the climate; preventing dangerous climate change

· supporting adjustment measures

· HIV/AIDS: improving world-wide access to prevention and treatment 

· asserting gender equality and boosting the role of non-governmental organisations in EU development co-operation.

The Northern and Southern NGOs’ role in development co-operation in European Union has been laid down in the Cotonou Agreement. Yet, German Civil Society Groups feel that it is not 

being implemented well enough. They point out that the EU still has some bureaucratic obstacles
stemming from EU funding practices which hamper NGOs’ involvement. However, “the NGOs are

increasingly being pushed into the role of actors expected to implement the development cooperation

guidelines prescribed by Brussels.”

More information:

http://www.eurodad.org/uploadstore/cms/docs/Microsoft_Word__Finnish_and_German_EU_presidencies_2006_2007.pdf

The EC Support to Good Governance:

The Civil Society Perspective

In a recent survey conducted with 56 partners in 24 southern countries (in Africa, Asia and Latin America), CIDSE (International Cooperation for
Development and Solidarity) asked civil society organisations to share their perspectives on the governance issues affecting development and social justice in their countries, and on the role of the donor community in relation to governance reform. The results of the survey give clear indications on what the EC approach to governance should be: a broad and inclusive process, based on the ownership of recipient countries and on a dialogue with civil society, taking into account the needs of the most vulnerable groups.

More information

http://www.cidse.org/docs/200608301145032995.pd

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

7th EU – Africa Ministerial Troika Meeting

Brazzaville, 10 October 200

Ministers from EU and Africa met to assess progress achieved since the 6th Ministerial Troika Meeting held in Vienna, Austria on 8 May 2006 and to decide on the way forward.

Agriculture and environment are considered as one of the key development issues, as well asmong others migration and development, infrastructure and energy… 

Ministers agreed to conclude joint strategies in the area of agriculture and environment including the integration of agricultural and environmental issues into the African development programme. 

Ministers were also agree on the need to exchange relevant policy documents on agriculture such as the Proposal for a Pan-African Partnership on Agricultural Development (PAPA), the Thematic Programme on Food Security (FSTP) from the EU side and the 

conclusions of a study on African Common Markets. From the Africa side are considered as relevant documents the Issues paper and its calendar for consultation on Land issues.The exchange of “know-how” and policy experience will strengthen African Union capacity in the environmental and natural resources area with special emphasis on increasing expertise on key aspects such as:

- desertification and land degradation

- climate change

- natural disaster risk reduction measures

- monitoring environment

- sustainable use of marine, coastal and fresh water resources

- sustainable forestry management

- conflict and environment linkages

____________________________________________________________________________________________

European Parliament Report on Environmental Mainstreaming

The Development Committee of the European Parliament is producing an own initiative report on mainstreaming the environment in development cooperation, prompted by the commitments in the new EU Sustainable Development Strategy.  

A first draft has been drawn up and WWF was able to give some comments and suggestions before it goes to the Development Committee for the first exchange of views.   We hope that we can strengthen some of the recommendations regarding geographic programming, the role of the private sector and the need for environmental safeguards within the EU Africa Infrastructure Partnership. 

The final report will be adopted on 16 December. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Agenda November 2006

· European Development Days ( from 13 to 17 November 2006, Brussels)
The EU-Africa week. The first edition of the European Development Days “marks the beginning of a process, which shall contribute to the work Europeans must undertake towards a more effective and harmonised development assistance”, has written Louis Michel in the welcome page of the European Development Days website.

The focus is on governance, including natural resources governance, and there will be a number of high level people attending plenary sessions and round tables (e.g. Paul Wolfowitz, Desmond Tutu, Prime Ministers and Presidents from Africa, Ministers of Development from EU states).  EPO is planning a stand.
More information:

www.eudevdays.eu/
· 12th session of the JPA in Bridgetown (Barbados)

The ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly will meet in Bridgetown from 20 to 23 November 2006. These reports of the Committees will be particularly on the agenda of the session:

tourism and development

water in developing countries

A debate will also take place with the Secretary-General of the World Trade Organisation, Pascal Lamy, after the failure of the Doha RoundCycle. The statement of Louis Michel, Commissioner in charge of development and humanitarian aid, will pay particular attention to the programming of the 10th European Development Fund. 

More information:
   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor www.foreign.gov.bb/events.cfm?event=1

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

…Express news…

· European Commission and Commission of the African Union met in Addis Ababa
The European Commission and the Commission of the African Union will meet for a joint working session at the headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 2 October 2006. This meeting, the third joint session in three years time, was the latest testimony of an ever growing partnership between the two continental executive bodies. For this occasion, the European Commission held its first ever meeting on another continent. The agenda of the meeting focuses on institutional partnership and development. Both Commissions will review the progress in implementation of the EU Strategy for Africa and they will discuss how to better manage migration flows. They will also exchange experience in specific areas such as employment, science and technology or health. In addition both institutions will agree on a support programme of Euro 55 million for the African Union’s operational and institutional development and launch the exchange of officials and trainees between the two institutions. 


· “More and better” aid

The EU is the world’s largest contributor of development aid – with annual donations of some 7 million Euro to over 150 countries and territories. To ensure that it gets to the people, who need it, this is one of the topics under discussion in a development committee seminar being held on “Co-ordinating EU and national development policies”. 

· “Brussels attacked over aid rewards”, by Andrew Bounds, Financial Times, August 6 2006
	Brussels attacked over aid rewards

By Andrew Bounds in Brussels, FT.com site
Published: Aug 06, 2006

Aid agencies and recipient governments have attacked European Union aid policy, claiming that Brussels is seeking to wield its financial muscle to strong-arm poor countries into co-operation on migration and terrorism.

They say a plan to award an extra Euro 3bn in "incentives" to countries following policies prescribed by Brussels smacks of old-style aid with strings attached.

José Manuel Barroso, European Commission president, last month publicly endorsed the idea of awarding extra money for states demonstrating "good governance", though officially this remains subject to consultation in Brussels.

"We have been consulting widely since January and no final decision has been taken," said a Commission spokesman. "What we are talking about is an additional incentive on the grounds of governance."

But development campaigners have dismissed the consultation as a sham.

In a statement, a dozen Brussels-based NGOs, including Action Aid and Eurostep, accused the Commission instead of having "imposed its own definition of governance, the tools to monitor it [the governance profile and indicators] and the financing mechanisms [the incentive tranche]".

Meanwhile, some recipient countries say the plan would deny them reward for past reforms. "We have told the Commission that these reforms were painful and we do not want to lose out," said one diplomat from an African recipient country.

Approval of the 22.6m European Development Fund for the 78 ex-colonies known as the ACP Group (African, Caribbean, and Pacific), which will run from 2008 to 2013, is expected by the end of this month.

The EU is lifting its aid budget and Mr Barroso wants to use the increase to encourage reforms in the developing world.


This biting article deals with the aid rewards from the European Union to poor countries if they behave. The strong criticisms of a dozen Brussels-based NGOs, which accused the Commission, let know that real problems exist. What will the Commission decide? Neither information since August, nor articles about this topic…

Useful website with updates about EC aid programming for ACP countries:

http://www.acp-programming.eu/wcm/index.php ; www.cta.int

http://allafrica.com; http://eurodad.org; www.europa.eu
Other interesting sources in this newsletter:

www.ft.com; www.eudevdays.eu
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