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1. FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OF THE NEW APPROACH TO PROGRAMMING

The following principles shall motivate and inform all aspects of programming:

• 3RYHUW\� IRFXV. Community development policy shall be centred on� the objective to
reduce and, eventually, to eradicate poverty1 while taking into consideration other
specific objectives determined in Article 177 of the Treaty as well as the regulations
and international agreements for each geographical region.

• 3ROLF\� PL[� Strategy and programming documents must be comprehensive and
account for all EC policies, resources and instruments (the EC ’policy mix’), that are
at play in a partner country (as trade policy, fisheries policy and Common Foreign
and Security Policy).

• &RXQWU\� RZQHUVKLS. The points of departure for the preparation of strategies and
programming are the EU/EC’s co-operation objectives and the country’s own policy
agenda. For countries that are involved in the World Bank initiative on the
establishment of Poverty Reduction Strategies, it is assumed that the point of
departure will be the PRSP process.

• :RUN� VKDULQJ� DQG� FRPSOHPHQWDULW\. Every effort must be made to maximise
information-sharing and ensure complementarity with the efforts of the Government
(and civil society partners), Member States’ interventions, and activities of multilateral
agencies.

• &RPSUHKHQVLYH�FRXQWU\�DQDO\VLV. The approach to programming must be integrated
and consider the political, economic, trade, social, cultural and environmental aspects
of development.

• &RQFHQWUDWLRQ of effort on a limited number of areas is fundamentally important. Six
priority areas for EC Development Co-operation are identified in the Overall Policy
Statement: trade and development; regional integration, macro-economic policies
including support to the social sectors, transport, food security/rural development and
institutional capacity-building.

• &URVV�FXWWLQJ�WRSLFV��At every stage of execution of the activities previously reviewed�
a number of cross-cutting concerns have to be mainstreamed: the promotion of human
rights, equality between men and women, children's rights and the environmental
dimension. Also conflict prevention and crisis management require systematic
attention.

• 2WKHU�NH\�DVSHFWV�RI�(&�GHYHORSPHQW�SROLF\. In addition to the areas of concentration
and cross-cutting concerns, the Statement recalls the importance of (i) accelerated
action targeting the FRPPXQLFDEOH� GLVHDVH situation, (ii) LQIRUPDWLRQ� DQG
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�WHFKQRORJLHV and (iii) supporting UHVHDUFK in developing countries.

                                                

1  Overall Statement by the Commission and the Council on the European Community’s Development policy,
adopted by the Development Council on 10 November 2000.
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• Wherever possible, the focus on individual projects should gradually be replaced by a
VHFWRU�SURJUDPPH�or�SROLF\�EDVHG�DSSURDFK��providing support to coherent national
policies in each sector or area of co-operation.

• )HHGEDFN. Lessons of past experience and results of relevant evaluations shall
systematically be taken into account and be fed back into the programming process.

• )RFXV� RQ� RXWFRPHV. The programming, implementation and review process shall
include systematic use of a few key outcome indicators, designed to show and measure
the impact of the Community resources committed.

• 2SHQ� SDUWQHUVKLS. The co-operation partnership shall be extended to civil society,
private sector and local authorities, which in many cases should be associated with the
policy dialogue and the implementation of projects.

• Last but not least, it must be kept in mind that the overarching goal of the reform of
the programming process is WR� LPSURYH� WKH� HIIHFWLYHQHVV� DQG� HIILFLHQF\� RI� (&
DVVLVWDQFH� DQG� PDNH� VXUH� WKDW� DOO� SURJUDPPLQJ� GRFXPHQWV� DQVZHU� WR� D� FHUWDLQ
TXDOLW\� VWDQGDUG. The CSP Framework and these Guidelines are only means toward
that end and not ends in themselves. Beyond minimum quality requirements, the cost
of producing the CSPs (human resources and time) should however be balanced
against the strive for perfection.
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��� 6758&785(�$1'�.(<�&217(17�2)�7+(�&28175<�675$7(*<�3$3(5

The Common Framework, which is annexed to these guidelines, contains a rather
detailed instruction on the expected content of EC Country Strategy Papers. Each CSP
shall provide an overview of the EU/EC strategy, government priorities, the country
situation, and major partner activities. This assessment should lead to a coherent
framework for donor and partner country co-ordination and enable the elaboration of a
transparent Community response strategy and indicative programme. Programming
documents shall contain a series of key elements and keep to the following structure:

1. A description of EU/EC co-operation REMHFWLYHV

2. An outline of the SROLF\�DJHQGD of the beneficiary country.

3. An DQDO\VLV of the political situation, trade policy and trade relations, the economic
and social situation, including the sustainability of current policies and medium term
challenges.

4. An overview of SDVW� DQG� RQJRLQJ� (&� FR�RSHUDWLRQ (lessons and experience) and
information on programmes of EU Member States and other donors.

5. The EC UHVSRQVH� VWUDWHJ\, identifying a strictly limited number of intervention
sectors that is complementary to interventions by other donors.

6. A�1DWLRQDO�,QGLFDWLYH�3URJUDPPH, to identify and define the appropriate measures
and actions for attaining the objectives set down. The National Indicative Programme
should be fully derived from and consistent with the strategic analysis. Both
programming and implementation shall thus be managed on the basis of a� ORJLFDOO\
FRKHUHQW�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ.

Each of these points is further developed in the Common Framework. The order of the
elements should not be altered and in total, the document should be 15 to 25 pages,
excluding annexes.
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��� DEVELOPING A CSP

There are WKUHH�PDLQ�SKDVHV in the development of a CSP:

15

10

10

45****

15

*** The approach adopted at this stage may vary from region to region.
** By written procedure with a 'droit d'évocation'

Analysis and assessment of the national development 
strategy (where appropriate linked to a PRSP)

The Delegation and the geographical desk prepare a draft 
text after extensive consultations with government, civil 

society, Member States and other donors  

Draft CSP/NIP discussed with geographic and sectoral / 
thematic and Relex directorates 

Assessment in the iQSG

3KDVH�,��

'UDIWLQJ�WKH�

ILUVW�YHUVLRQ�

RI�WKH�

&63�1,3

3KDVH�,,��

4XDOLW\�

FRQWURO

Discussion in Member States Committee, and favourable 
opinion on the draft 

Approval by RELEX Directors General **

 Finalisation in the field between Commission, Government 
and MS***

**** Including time for translation

Indicative No 
of working 

days needed

1R�VWDQGDUG�

WLPH�SHULRG
�

10

7RWDO�� 105 days or 
21 weeks

If unfavourable 
opinion

3KDVH�,,,��

)RUPDO�

DSSURYDO

Formal approval by RELEX Directors General and the group 
of RELEX Commissioners **

* Depends on previous EC co-operation and exogenous factors such as state of 
preparation of the PRSP, existing consultation mechanisms etc. 

LI�VXEVWDQWLYH�

PRGLILFDWLRQV

DUH�UHTXLUHG

Before starting the programming exercise,�D�UHDOLVWLF�WLPHWDEOH�IRU�&63�1,3�SUHSDUDWLRQ
VKDOO�EH�HVWDEOLVKHG� This timetable should spell out the expected time needed for each
step in the programming exercise.2 It is important to respect the programming timetable,
as ‘delivery on time’ is one of the overall objectives of the Relex reform. The average and
specific delivery times, measured against the established deadline for submitting
documents to the iQSG, will be monitored and reported to the Relex Group of
Commissioners.

                                                

2 For $&3�FRXQWULHV, the timetable is drawn up by Delegations in co-operation with the geographical
desk and the programming unit (DEV A/1). For 5HOH[�FRXQWULHV, the timetable is set out in a note from
the Director of the geographical service to the Unit(s) and Delegation(s). Supporting documents will be
attached to this note.
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����� 3KDVH�,��'UDIWLQJ�WKH�ILUVW�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�&RXQWU\�6XSSRUW�6WUDWHJ\

7KH�ILUVW�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�&63�LV�DV�D�JHQHUDO�UXOH�SUHSDUHG�E\�WKH�'HOHJDWLRQ�ZRUNLQJ�LQ
FORVH�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�JHRJUDSKLFDO�'HVN�2IILFHU� Wherever this is not possible,
the Desk Officer is expected to take the lead. This approach is fully in line with the
ongoing process of deconcentration of responsibilities to the field. The Desk Officer will
be the Delegations’s main contact point in HQ and will co-ordinate the support from
thematic/sectoral services throughout the process.

Strategy and programming documents take as their starting points:

1. (8���(&�FR�RSHUDWLRQ�REMHFWLYHV. The CSP Framework requires that the broad EU/EC
co-operation objectives be explicitly stated, as determined by the EC Treaty (Title XX),
EC Regulations and international agreements based on geographical regions (ACP, ALA,
MED) and the recent Statement on the EC's Development Policy.

2. 7KH�SDUWQHU�FRXQWU\¶V�RZQ�GHYHORSPHQW�DJHQGD. The preparation of a CSP requires a
clear appreciation and understanding of the FRXQWU\¶V�RZQ�GHYHORSPHQW�VWUDWHJ\�as laid
down in key policy documents. If the development plan is summed up in a 3RYHUW\
5HGXFWLRQ�6WUDWHJ\�3DSHU��3563���this document is�the point of departure. If there is no
PRSP, an annual budget and a medium term revenue and expenditure framework may be
a suitable source.

In the rare cases ZKHUH�QR�IXQFWLRQLQJ�JRYHUQPHQW�H[LVWV, or where the government is
not internationally recognised, the responsible delegation or HQ service should proceed
directly to the stage of country analysis and response strategy; while making an effort to
stick to the CSP Framework as far as possible.

������� 0DNLQJ�D�&RXQWU\�DQDO\VLV

The next step is to formulate DQ�(&�RSLQLRQ�RQ�WKH�SDUWQHU�JRYHUQPHQW¶V�GHYHORSPHQW
VWUDWHJ\��Detailed instructions, that should be followed as closely as possible, are set out
in section 1.3 of the CSP Framework. This is an�DQDO\WLFDO and not a descriptive exercise.
All major domestic policy developments and issues and relevant features of the external
environment should be covered, including the political situation, trade aspects, the
economic and social situation, the sustainability of current policies and medium term
challenges.

The analysis should expose WKH� FRXQWU\¶V� QHHGV�� SRWHQWLDO� IRU� GHYHORSPHQW� DQG
cRQVWUDLQWV� WKZDUWLQJ� WKH� GHYHORSPHQW� SURFHVV. It should expose VSHFLILF� REVWDFOHV to
development, which may be inherent in the political and economic power structure of the
partner country.

The analysis should be GLDORJXH�GULYHQ and dialogue with the partner government3 and
non-state actors should be initiated as early as possible. It is also important to co-operate
closely with other donors. Such donor co-ordination should primarily take place locally

                                                

3 For the�$&3�FRXQWULHV, there is a legal obligation to elaborate the CSP jointly with the partner
government. For the countries under the responsibility of� '*� 5(/(;, the CSP shall be prepared in
consultation with the partner government, but its final agreement to the CSP is not obligatory. Once
formally approved, the CSP is in all cases shared with the partner country.
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with the partner country itself acting as a driving force, though the views of Member
States that are not represented in the partner country also should be duly taken into
account.

In order to avoid duplication of consultation mechanisms, FRQFOXVLRQV�that have already
been reached through� H[LVWLQJ� FRQVXOWDWLRQ� VWUXFWXUHV should be used to the extent
possible (Government/donors including the Commission and Government/non-state
actors). Such consultations are for example obligatory for the establishment of a PRSP.

Notwithstanding the call for dialogue driven analysis, it should be stressed that WKH
DQDO\VLV� LV� VXSSRVHG� WR� EH UHDOLVWLF. It is not negotiated with the authorities. If the
analysis leads to the conclusion that certain aspects of the national agenda are unrealistic,
or not consistent with EC policy objectives, this should be clearly stated.

The analysis stage is a labour-intensive process and its success will depend on good
initial planning, maximised exchange of information, of expertise and labour input, and
rapid and relevant on the spot feedback. :RUN� VKDULQJ ZLWK� 0HPEHU� 6WDWHV� DQG
PXOWLODWHUDO� DJHQFLHV at an early stage in the political, social and economic analytical
process is essential. In fact, where suitable information and analytical material already
exists, this material should be used to the maximum extent possible.4 The potential
benefits of such work sharing go much further than avoiding duplication of effort: a joint
analytical process will lead to a shared understanding of the development potential of the
partner country. Donors can subsequently link their assistance to the overall vision of the
development process in a complementary manner.

������� 6XPPDU\� RI� SDVW� (8� FR�RSHUDWLRQ�� RWKHU� (&� SROLFLHV� DQG
SURJUDPPHV�RI�RWKHU�GRQRUV

The CSP should summarise briefly the UHVXOWV�DQG�µOHVVRQV�OHDUQHG¶�RI�SDVW�RU�RQJRLQJ
(&�FR�RSHUDWLRQ with a country. Recommendations of Country Strategy Evaluations, if
available, as well as major sectoral and project evaluations, shall be taken into account.

This section shall also include a FRKHUHQFH�SDUDJUDSK, in which the ‘EC policy mix’� in
the partner country is examined. The assessment should cover�linkages between external
assistance and RWKHU�&RPPXQLW\�SROLFLHV�� UHVRXUFHV�DQG� LQVWUXPHQWV in such fields as
trade, fishery, agriculture, commerce, conflict prevention, food security, conflict
prevention and Common Foreign and Security Policy�

3URJUDPPHV� RI� (8�0HPEHU� 6WDWHV� DQG� RWKHU� GRQRUV should be outlined, indicating
their relevance to the EC Strategy. The section should also discuss what type of
instruments the donors are using in their co-operation and whether there is a sectoral or
regional focus to their efforts. A GRQRU�PDWUL[� which follows the CDF/PRSP matrix if
there is one, should be annexed to the CSP.

                                                

4 e.g. a World Bank country analysis, a World Bank / IMF Joint Staff Assessment of a country’s PRSP,
UNDP country co-operation framework, WTO Trade Policy Review, country report to the UN
Commission for Sustainable Development, environmental profiles
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������� 5HVSRQVH�VWUDWHJ\

The next step in the process is to formulate WKH� (&� UHVSRQVH� VWUDWHJ\. The response
strategy shall set out the strategic choices for EC co-operation and specify in which
DUHDV�VHFWRUV�(&�DVVLVWDQFH�VKDOO�EH�FRQFHQWUDWHG��The choice of focal sectors shall flow
logically from

– EC/EU SROLF\�REMHFWLYHV

– The DQDO\VLV of the country situation and the country’s development strategy, which
determine the UHOHYDQFH and the prospect of VXVWDLQDELOLW\ of the support strategy;

– Conclusions reached in the context of the µSROLF\�PL[¶/coherence analysis exercise;

– The�indicative volume of�IXQGV�available;

– /HVVRQV�OHDUQHG�IURP�SDVW�(&�H[SHULHQFH and useful parts of the FXUUHQW�SRUWIROLR
RI�&RPPXQLW\�DFWLYLWLHV.

– &RPSOHPHQWDULW\�with interventions by other major donors and the Government’s
own programmes��Community assistance should be focused in areas where it has
FRPSDUDWLYH� DGYDQWDJH� due to the “critical mass” of our (focused) intervention
and-or areas where the Community has particular FRPSHWHQFH� (e.g. trade and
development, regional co-operation good governance, Human Rights).

To demonstrate that the Commission is moving towards a greater concentration of aid, it
is imperative to make DQ�H[SOLFLW�FRPSDULVRQ�between future areas of concentration and
the range of activities financed by the EC in the past.

������� 7KH�1DWLRQDO�,QGLFDWLYH�3URJUDPPH

Once the response strategy is defined, it must be translated LQWR� D�1DWLRQDO� ,QGLFDWLYH
3URJUDPPH��1,3�. This may be an integral part of the overall CSP document. The NIP is
a management tool covering a period of several years (from 3-5 years depending on the
applicable Regulation/Agreement).

The NIP shall specify

• 3ULRULWLHV�ZLWKLQ�DQG�DFURVV�VHFWRUV,

• )LQDQFLDO� HQYHORSHV including, where appropriate, the indicative timing and size of
each instalment of Community contributions.

• 6SHFLILF�REMHFWLYHV and H[SHFWHG� UHVXOWV for each area of co-operation including key
domains for conditionalities and PDLQ� SHUIRUPDQFH� DQG� D� OLPLWHG� QXPEHU� RI� NH\
RXWFRPH�LQGLFDWRUV. These indicators must relate to developments that are measurable
in the short/medium term. If there is a PRSP process under way, the indicators must
correspond to those developed in that framework.

• How FURVV�FXWWLQJ�WKHPHV are taken into consideration.
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• 3URJUDPPHV to be implemented in pursuit of these objectives and intended
beneficiaries and WKH�W\SH�RI�DVVLVWDQFH�WR�EH�SURYLGHG (e.g. macro-economic support,
technical assistance, training, investment, supply of equipment, etc). Furthermore,
SURMHFW� LGHDV may be formulated and general criteria for their realisation defined
(such as geographical area, most suitable partners, suitable duration of projects)5.
Such implementation specifications shall be given priority by the Office subject to
feasibility studies undertaken in the appraisal stage confirming their viability.

The principle of consistent “RYHU�SURJUDPPLQJ” should apply (i.e. always aiming to
have at least 15% more projects/programmes in the pipeline than funds available). This
will allow for keeping up the disbursement rhythm if any individual activity goes off-
track.

For clarity and overview, the NIP should also indicate resources that will be made
available from�RWKHU�(&�LQVWUXPHQWV (e.g. funds from horizontal budget lines and grant
resources managed by the EIB such as the EDF Investment Facility).

������� &R�RUGLQDWLRQ�ZLWK� FRQFHUQHG� WKHPDWLF�� VHFWRUDO� DQG� LPSOHPHQWLQJ
'LUHFWRUDWHV�DQG�VHUYLFHV�LQ�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ

Throughout the analytical and strategy formulation process, the desk officer should
ideally consult and co-ordinate the support of a µFRXQWU\� WHDP¶. A ‘country team’ is a
network consisting of the whole range of Commission services that are concerned by and
should contribute to the formulation and implementation of the CSP. The ‘country team’
could include thematic specialists and specialists in the focal sectors, the responsible unit
in the Office, the unit with responsibility for horizontal programming co-ordination and
specialists in other concerned policy fields (e.g. DG Trade).

After the first draft of the CSP has been elaborated on field level, the Desk Officer should
call a meeting of the Country Team to discuss the CSP.

User-friendly SURJUDPPLQJ�WRROV will also be available on the iQSG website (e.g. sector-
specific guidelines and guidelines on cross-cutting issues and useful examples of
successful or commendable programming).

                                                

5 )RU�$&3�FRXQWULHV, there is a legal obligation to give the NIP an operational content (Annex IV to the
Cotonou Agreement). To the extent possible, FRQFUHWH� RSHUDWLRQV for which preparations are at a
sufficiently advanced stage to warrant funding in the short and/or medium term shall therefore be
included in the NIP. As the Cotonou Agreement prescribes rolling programming, NIPs for ACP
countries should also include a projection of tentative, but nevertheless identifiable, proposals for
follow-up in the subsequent years. The operational content of the NIP falls under the responsibility of
AIDCO.
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����� 3KDVH�,,��4XDOLW\�&RQWURO

Once a coherent working draft of the strategy is ready, both ACP and Relex CSP’s will
be subject to a process of TXDOLW\�FRQWURO.

First, the L46*� ZLOO� VFUHHQ� WKH� GUDIW� &63, monitor its consistency with the CSP
Framework and ensure the quality of the programming process across the board. All
programming documents should be submitted (by e-mail) to the iQSG Secretariat in
accordance with the established timetable. The Chairman of the iQSG will make a
continuous selection of documents to be GLVFXVVHG in the iQSG. If the CSP is selected for
discussion, the geographical service responsible for the document will be asked to be
present in the meeting. Programming documents that are not selected for discussion will
nevertheless be UHDG�by the iQSG and commented on in writing.�In both cases, the iQSG
will issue its conclusions and recommendations within 10 working days of receiving the
document.

Taking into account any comments made by the iQSG, the CSP is assessed by 5(/(;
'LUHFWRUV�*HQHUDO (as a rule by written procedure).

The approved draft may then be transmitted EDFN� WR� WKH 'HOHJDWLRQ� IRU� IXUWKHU
FRQVXOWDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�SDUWQHU�JRYHUQPHQW� to discuss the modifications to the CSP that
have been proposed in the consultations in HQ.6

The formal proposal for the CSP is subsequently put before the relevant 0HPEHU�6WDWHV
&RPPLWWHH where the appropriate legal procedures in force are followed. DG
RELEX/DEV presents the programming documents and chairs the discussion. If under
existing procedures the CSP is not approved, it has to be referred back to the responsible
geographical service.

It should be stressed that there is no REOLJDWLRQ to modify the text at each of these steps.
The need for revised versions will depend on the quality of the first version and the
importance of the comments made. In many cases, subsequent versions are likely to differ
very little from each other.

����� 3KDVH�,,,��)RUPDO�DSSURYDO�RI�WKH�&63

When Member States Committee has given its opinion on the CSP, and any appropriate
modifications have been made, programming documents are submitted to WKH�*URXS�RI
5(/(;�&RPPLVVLRQHUV�(through RELEX Directors General) for final approval (as a rule
by written procedure).7

                                                

6 Because of the legal obligation to elaborate the CSPs for ACP Countries jointly with the partner
government, this consultation is obligatory in ACP countries. It is not obligatory for countries falling under
the responsibility of DG Relex.

7 The &$5'6�5HJXODWLRQ requires that the CSPs for the countries of the western Balkans are adopted
by the Commission. For $&3� FRXQWULHV, the adoption process will be completed when the
Commissioner responsible (or his/her representative) and the partner government have signed the CSP.
The Indicative Programme then becomes binding on both parties.
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Once approved, the CSP/NIP is sent formally from DG RELEX/DEV to the Office and
constitutes the formal “2UGHU� )RU� 6HUYLFH´� �2)6�, covering the entire programming
period.
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��� IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NATIONAL INDICATIVE PROGRAMME

The NIP will be the main reference point for implementation, It should therefore be used
as a management tool and be made subject to UHJXODU�GLDORJXH EHWZHHQ�WKH�'HOHJDWLRQ
DQG�WKH�SDUWQHU�FRXQWU\.

Such dialogue will be a key input to

• The wider Government/donor co-ordination process.

• HQ progress monitoring, including feed back to geographical, sectoral and horizontal
desks.

• Periodic operational and strategic reviews.

��� THE REVIEW PROCESS

����� 5HYLHZV�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�,QGLFDWLYH�3URJUDPPH

The NIP shall be periodically reviewed in accordance with the applicable
Regulation/Agreement. This should be a VWRFN�WDNLQJ�H[HUFLVH with the aim to critically
examine recent operations, to agree any necessary changes of timing or priorities and to
chart the course for coming activities within the focal sectors.

This review should be seen as the FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHJXODU�GLDORJXH with the partner
country described in section 4 above. The ongoing monitoring system should in fact
contain within itself most of the information required for the review. If the preparation of
the review involves a heavy additional burden on the Delegation or government, this is a
warning sign that the regular review and monitoring system needs to be upgraded.

Reviews of the NIP need to be DJUHHG� ZLWK� WKH� 2IILFH, if they lead to a change of
priorities, entail the deletion or the modification of certain individual activities or the
inclusion of new project ideas. The iQSG will not screen or comment on results of
operational reviews.

����� 5HYLHZV�RI�WKH�FR�RSHUDWLRQ�VWUDWHJ\

The Commission and where appropriate the partner country shall also assess the
FRQWLQXHG� UHOHYDQFH� DQG� HIIHFWLYHQHVV� RI� WKH� &63 at a regular interval in accordance
with the applicable Regulation/Agreement. Such reviews may lead to an update or
modification of the CSP if necessary.
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3UHDPEOH

Country Strategy Papers (CSPs) are an instrument for guiding, managing and reviewing
EC assistance programmes. The purpose of CSPs is to provide a framework for EU
assistance programmes based on EU/EC objectives, the Partner Country government
policy agenda, an analysis of the partner country’s situation, and the activities of other
major partners.

The CSP should point to where Community assistance should be directed and how it
integrates with what other donors are doing. CSPs will thus contribute to the better
planning of co-operation activities, improved donor co-ordination/complementarity, and
to the overall coherence of external assistance policy with other EU policies.

This paper was prepared as a follow-up to the Council resolution on Complementarity
between Community and Member States’ Development Co-operation, May 21, 1999
(document no. 118/99/DEVGEN). It is divided into three parts:

Á The first part (section A) summarises the policy background to the use and function
of Community CSPs.

Á The second part (section B) outlines the common elements to be included in future
Community CSPs.

Á The final part (section C) summarises the main procedural steps involved in the
formulation of future Community CSPs with particular attention to improving
complementarity at donor level.

Two points should be made at the outset.

Á CSPs provide an appropriate mechanism for enhancing the complementarity of the
external assistance of the Commission and the Member States, in accordance with
the Council "Complementarity Resolution" of May 1999. Furthermore, as the
preparation of CSPs involves co-ordination with other external partners, even better
complementarity can be achieved at the global level. They should therefore link
with the World Bank Comprehensive Development Framework (CDF) initiative
and with the World Bank/IMF sponsored Poverty Reduction Strategy where
appropriate.

Better complementarity will result because the CSP process should both encourage and
reflect a sensible division of labour with partners, in line with EU/EC and partner country
priorities, as well as the institutional capacity ("ad hoc comparative advantage") and
particular interests of donors.



2

Á Under section B, the paper sets out the main elements which should be included in
all CSPs. The structure of this section is flexible since the nature of the relationship
with the EU will vary from country to country and region to region.

$��32/,&<�%$&.*5281'�)25�&63�)5$0(:25.

$����3$571(56+,3�675$7(*,(6�:,7+�'(9(/23,1*�&28175,(6

Article 177 of the EU Treaty sets out the three (3) broad objectives for Community
development co-operation. These are:

Á the fostering of sustainable economic and social development,

Á the smooth and gradual integration of the developing countries into the world
economy and,

Á the campaign against poverty .

Furthermore, Community policy should also contribute to the general objective of
developing and consolidating democracy and the rule of law, and encouraging the respect
of human rights and fundamental freedoms.

Beyond these overarching Treaty objectives, regulations and international agreements
based on geographical regions (ACP, ALA, MED) determine the specific EU/EC co-
operation objectives. Clearly, different weights are given to different elements in each
geographical programme depending on the specific political and economic relationships
the EU has with the different countries and regions concerned. Nonetheless, strategy
documents of the CSP type are an important tool in all these programmes :

Á Relations between the countries of Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific (ACP) and
the EC are set out in the comprehensive trade and development framework of the
Lomé convention. The proposed post-Lomé agreement provides specifically for the
development of Country Support Strategies by the EC and each ACP State on the
basis of the country's own medium term development strategy.

Á In Asia and Latin America (ALA) countries, the emphasis is on strengthening the
co-operation framework and on making an effective contribution, through
institutional dialogue, economic and financial co-operation, to sustainable
development, security, stability and democracy. The ALA regulation (443/92)
stipulates that indicative multi-annual guidelines should apply to the main partner
countries and accordingly the EC introduced CSPs for the ALA recipient countries
after 1992.

Á With the Mediterranean (MED) countries, emphasis is on the establishment of a
zone of peace, stability and prosperity, on supporting reform and transition with the
aim of creating an EU-MED free trade zone, and on contributing to the Middle East
Peace process. The MEDA regulation (1488/96) stipulates the preparation of
"Indicative programmes for three year periods." The Commission services use
CSPs to form the basis for the preparation of these indicative programmes .

$�����$66(660(176�2)�&20081,7<�&63V
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,Q� SDVW� 2(&'�'$&� UHYLHZV, the importance of CSPs as a tool for improving co-
ordination, coherence and aid management has been emphasised. According to the most
recent DAC Review of European Community Aid of 1998, progress has been made in
developing country strategies and there is a move to link these strategies to the review of
aid programmes. Further improvement in country strategies is nonetheless considered to
be necessary as part of a more coherent use of the various EU instruments.

A number of recent (YDOXDWLRQ�UHSRUWV�UHIHUULQJ� WR�(XURSHDQ�&RPPXQLW\�$LG also
commented on CSPs.

A global evaluation of EC aid to ACP countries emphasised that donors’ interventions
needed to be more closely co-ordinated, and suggested that the CSP provided a possible
tool to enable donors to act together. While each donor should act in areas where it has a
comparative advantage or particular interest, all should try to ensure that their roles are
complementary.

The ALA Evaluation recommended that a methodology, with guidelines, should be
developed to improve the quality of CSPs. It concluded that the EC "will have to
continue improving its dialogue with Governments about priority projects and
programmes through joint preparation of the CSPs, which should conform to the
country’s development priorities".

The MED Evaluation emphasised the lead responsibility of partner countries for co-
ordination activities vis-à-vis donors and indicated that the Commission might be well
placed to assist the partner in the analysis of donor's comparative advantages.

The May 1999 Development Council conclusions concerning these Evaluations indicates
support for most of the recommendations, and more specifically emphasised the
importance of "close co-operation and collaboration of the Member States and the
Commission based on the guidelines for strengthening operational co-ordination." The
Council also emphasised that CSPs "are important tools for defining strategies and results
to be achieved at the country level".

$�����,1,7,$7,9(6�21�&2�25',1$7,21�$1'�&203/(0(17$5,7<

Referring to FR�RUGLQDWLRQ� LQ� (8� GHYHORSPHQW� FR�RSHUDWLRQ, Article 180 of the EU
Treaty provides that:

"1. The Community and the Member States shall co-ordinate their policies on
development co-operation and shall consult each other on their aid programmes… They
may undertake joint action. Member States shall contribute if necessary to the
implementation of Community aid programmes.

2. The Commission may take any useful initiative to promote the co-ordination referred
to in paragraph 1."

The EU sought to operationalise this principle through specific guidelines adopted in
March 1998, highlighting that these efforts must be linked to other mechanisms at the
country level in order to ensure a coherent EU input in wider donor co-ordination. CSPs
are increasingly seen as one of the most important ways of establishing these links.
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The process of co-ordination at the EU level was carried forward further by the
'HYHORSPHQW�&RXQFLO�5HVROXWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ��&RPSOHPHQWDULW\� of May 1999.

In this Resolution the Council emphasised the increased importance of the CSP process
for improving the overall effectiveness, impact and relevance of Community assistance,
and for ensuring better complementarity between Member States and Community
assistance in a pragmatic way.

The Council requested the Commission to develop a proposal for a standard framework,
encompassing structure and procedure, for the Community’s CSPs in early 2000. As part
of the process, the Member States were asked to bring in their experience in the
preparation of CSPs. The intention was that once the standard framework had been
discussed and agreed, it would be used as a basis for the structure of Community CSPs
and would inform those of Member States.

In the PXOWLODWHUDO�FRQWH[W, the World Bank launched a new initiative in January 1999,
the &RPSUHKHQVLYH�'HYHORSPHQW�)UDPHZRUN��&')�, which seeks to provide a structured
framework for donor co-ordination. In terms of this proposal, the beneficiary country is in
the "driving seat", both "owning" and directing the development agenda. The
Development Partners each define their support within a matrix, which links the known
development actors on the one hand, and clearly defined objectives for sustainable
growth and poverty alleviation on the other hand. The CDF aims to give all actors
involved in a country’s development, under the overall leadership of the Government, the
information that provides a basis for each to contribute according to its comparative
advantage or particular interest. The CDF is currently in a test phase in a dozen
developing countries.

More recently and in the case of poorer countries, the IMF and the World Bank
introduced the concept of 3RYHUW\�5HGXFWLRQ�6WUDWHJ\�3DSHUV��3563� based on the same
principles as the CDF. The aim is that these strategies must be genuinely country-owned
and must reflect the outcome of an open participatory process involving governments,
civil society, and relevant international institutions and donors. For this process to be
successful it needs the active involvement of all donors and multilateral institutions. They
have to participate in the dialogue on the PRSP, indicating their preferences, and then
making medium term commitments in support of the strategy of the country agreed in the
PRSP .
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%��&20021�(/(0(176�)25�&63V

The structure of an individual CSP needs to be adapted to the specific context of the
country concerned and will therefore vary, but should include the following elements:

1 A description of the EU/EC co-operation objectives.

2 The policy agenda of the beneficiary country.

3 An analysis of the political situation, the economic and social situation, including
the sustainability of current policies and medium term challenges.

4 An overview of past and ongoing EC co-operation (lessons and experience).
Information on programmes of EU Member States and other donors.

5 The EC response strategy, coherence with EU policies, complementarity within the
EU and with other donors.

6 The above elements lead into either a Work Programme or a National Indicative
Programme.

The indicative length of the future EC CSPs should be 15 to 25 pages, excluding annexes
and according to the importance of the co-operation programme.

Thus, an EC CSP should provide in one document an assessment of the EU/EC strategy,
government priorities, the country situation, and major partner activities. This assessment
should lead to a coherent framework for donor and partner country co-ordination and
enable the elaboration of a transparent Community work programme or indicative
programme.

Against the background of this proposed structure and elements, and taking into account
major donors’ experience, the following broad principles may be identified for
elaborating the contents of Community CSPs.

3RLQW���

³$�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�(8�(&�FR�RSHUDWLRQ�REMHFWLYHV�´

Beyond the overarching EU Treaty objectives, regulations and international agreements
based on geographical regions (ACP, ALA, MED) as well as relevant overall policy
statements, determine specific EU/EC co-operation objectives, which should be set out in
the CSP.

3RLQW���

³7KH�SROLF\�DJHQGD�RI�WKH�EHQHILFLDU\�FRXQWU\�´

This section should provide a concise statement of the aims and objectives of the
government, firstly as set down in official policy documents illustrating the range of
policies implemented, and secondly in any medium or long-term national plan, reform
strategy or development programme. This statement should be supplemented by an
indication on how the Government proposes to achieve these objectives.
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In the case of poorer countries, IDA-eligible countries for example, and particularly those
benefiting from the HIPC initiative, the country policy agenda may be linked with or
subsumed in a poverty reduction strategy paper (PRSP) of the type currently under
development by the Bretton Woods Institutions.

Where this basis exists, the objective would be for the EC and other donors to think less
in terms of each having its own strategy and more in terms of jointly working within a
relevant national policy framework to the maximum extent possible.

3RLQW���

³$Q�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�SROLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�� WKH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ�� LQFOXGLQJ
WKH�VXVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�FXUUHQW�SROLFLHV�DQG�PHGLXP�WHUP�FKDOOHQJHV�´

All major domestic policy developments and issues and relevant features of the external
environment should be included in the country analysis.

3ROLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ

A CSP should consider the political and security situation in a broad context, including
the regional dimension, the human rights situation, and relevant cultural and social
factors with direct impact on the political process. For example, it could include
information on:

– Democratic participation (universal suffrage, free elections, multiparty structure,
equality of access to political activity, participative decision making etc.)

– Human rights (adherence to and implementation of commitments under international
human rights Treaties and Agreements, protection of civil liberties including freedom
of speech and of assembly, effective operation of human rights monitoring etc.)

– Rule of law (independent and effective judiciary, transparent legal framework,
equality of all citizens before the law, police and public administration subject to the
law, enforcement of contractual obligations etc.)

In addition, the regional and international context (for example unresolved border
disputes) and relevant cultural and social factors with a direct impact on the political
process (e.g. racial tensions) should be taken into account.

In particular cases, where the country has not reached a situation of “structural stability”,
or shows signs of becoming unstable, more emphasis should be given to the analysis of
security and stability measures including conflict prevention and management, post-
conflict strategies (demobilisation, reconstruction etc) and the introduction of the rule of
law and democracy (including the wider participation of civil society and a more
equitable distribution of power).
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(FRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�VLWXDWLRQ

The CSP should include an analysis of macro-economic performance, covering both the
public and the private sectors, an analysis of structural change and of important sectoral
changes. It should also include an analysis of social developments.

(FRQRPLF�VLWXDWLRQ��VWUXFWXUH�DQG�SHUIRUPDQFH

This part should start with a description of the economy in a manner, which permits
comparisons with other countries. The analysis of the structure and performance of the
economy will provide the necessary underpinning for the planning of EC co-operation.
Particular attention should be given to analysing the respective roles of the public and
private sectors.

The analysis should also highlight the potential sources of macro-economic and social
instability, so that the EC planning process has the required flexibility to deal with such
instability if and when it occurs.

6RFLDO�GHYHORSPHQWV

Understanding the impact of social factors on the sustainability of development and how
they influence growth and development is important for determining how Community
external assistance can help. For example the question whether the benefits generated by
growth and development are being distributed satisfactorily should be addressed.

As appropriate, the CSP may also cover issues such as education, health services for
adults and children, as well as services for family health care and family planning, social
safety nets and social programme support for disadvantaged and vulnerable layers of the
population, employment opportunities and the terms of employment, as well as housing
issues.

$VVHVVLQJ�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�UHIRUP

In many cases the partner country’s policy agenda will include a programme of economic
reforms, and in particular economic stabilisation and structural adjustment, the purpose
of which is to secure the foundations for sound development. As a rule the aims of such
programmes are to balance the economy, remove distortions and introduce appropriate
incentives, and provide space for the private sector to develop, whilst allowing and
ensuring an efficient and effective public sector. A key aspect of such programmes is the
need to ensure that markets are open and that the economy is able to profit from, and
manage successfully, external competitive forces (including those generated by regional
integration initiatives).

The purpose of this section would be to assess this reform process and the progress being
made.

Specific reference should be made to requirements concerning economic transition and
convergence, for example those necessary to achieve trade integration objectives. The
assessment of reform should take such undertakings or obligations into account.



8

6WUXFWXUH�RI�SXEOLF�VHFWRU�ILQDQFHV�DQG�PDLQ�VHFWRUDO�SROLFLHV

In the light of the assessment of the reform process, the aim of this section is to examine
the public sector finances, highlight any imbalances, indicating whether and if so how
these are being addressed, and link this examination to the macro-economic and sectoral
policies being pursued.

The analysis should address the overall consistency of the policy stance and point out
inconsistencies. Understanding the impact of main sectoral reforms and their
sustainability (including the question of institutional capacity), and how they are likely to
influence growth and development, is important for determining how Community
external assistance can best position itself.

([WHUQDO�(QYLURQPHQW�LQFOXGLQJ�UHJLRQDO�FR�RSHUDWLRQ�DJUHHPHQWV

All CSPs should include a discussion of the country’s external environment. Among the
most important issues to be addressed are external trade arrangements including customs
provisions, shifts in the terms of trade, external debt burdens and degree of diversification
of export earnings.

The country’s trade policy should be analysed, particularly the country’s degree of
openness and its coherence with the country’s development objectives and multilateral
commitments. This analysis could use, where available, the results of Trade Policy
Reviews in the WTO framework.

In addition, there should be an analysis of regional integration initiatives in which the
country is participating and their impact on the country’s economy.

6XVWDLQDELOLW\�RI�FXUUHQW�SROLFLHV

Under this section, and depending on the objectives of the assistance, issues such as the
incidence of poverty and poverty alleviation, income distribution and equity, the roles of
men and women and gender equity, access to education and health services, and the
protection and maintenance of the natural environment may be included. Issues such as
effective and accountable administration should also be included.

As appropriate, the nature and incidence of poverty and the government’s programmes to
address it should be analysed and the aim should be to identify how the EC can contribute
to reducing poverty. Wherever possible, CSPs should include a review of the country’s
progress towards the elimination of poverty in relation to the IDTs (International
Development Targets). This analysis should include the relevance and reasons for poverty
as well as its influence on growth, trade, democracy and human rights.

Good governance issues are of increasing importance in planning co-operation with
developing countries since mal-administration, corruption or a simple lack of sufficient
institutional capacity can be significant obstacles to development. This might require
measures being proposed regarding institution building to improve administrative
capacity, effective and accountable administration, and promotion of the rule of law. In
specific cases this may require a special emphasis on anti-corruption measures.

In terms of sustainability of current policies, migration could be given special attention.



9

The section on the environment should analyse key issues, trends and pressure and the
Government responses, the status of regulatory reforms and the institutions involved.

Where the country analysis indicates a major disparity of treatment between men and
women, the CSP should demonstrate how further progress can be made towards gender
equality and the empowerment of women.

0HGLXP�WHUP�FKDOOHQJHV

Building on the understanding of the country policy agenda, of EU co-operation
objectives, and the various elements of the country analysis outlined above, this section
should present a critical synthetic view of the medium-term outlook for the country,
highlighting the major strengths and weaknesses.

This summing-up should facilitate the clear identification of the most promising areas for
future partner country-EC co-operation: i.e., those areas where the national priorities
coincide in a realistic and viable way with EU/EC objectives and the EC’s ad hoc
comparative advantages vis-à-vis other donors.

3RLQW���

³$Q� RYHUYLHZ� RI� SDVW� DQG� RQJRLQJ� (&� FR�RSHUDWLRQ� �OHVVRQV� DQG� H[SHULHQFH��
,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�SURJUDPPHV�RI�(8�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�DQG�RWKHU�GRQRUV�´

3DVW�RU�RQJRLQJ�(&�FR�operation��5HVXOWV�DQDO\VLV��OHVVRQV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH

A CSP should summarise briefly the results of past EC co-operation with a country as
well as the «lessons learnt» to ensure that the latest knowledge and best practice are
incorporated. Account should be taken of the overall recommendations of Country
Strategy Evaluations, if available, as well as major sectoral and project evaluations

3URJUDPPHV�RI�(8�0HPEHU�6WDWHV�and�RWKHU�GRQRUV

This section should identify as accurately and comprehensively as possible details of
Member States programmes, indicating their relevance to the EC Strategy.

CSPs should also make explicit reference to programmes of major non-EU donors. In
particular they should identify to what extent multilateral donor co-ordination initiatives
are in place or proposed.

The section should also discuss what type of instruments the donors are using in their co-
operation and whether there is a sectoral or regional focus to their efforts.
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3RLQW���

³7KH�(&�UHVSRQVH�VWUDWHJ\��FRKHUHQFH�ZLWK�(8�SROLFLHV��FRPSOHPHQWDULW\�ZLWKLQ�WKH
(8�DQG�ZLWK�RWKHU�GRQRUV�´

3ULQFLSOHV�DQG�REMHFWLYHV�IRU�FR�operation

The relevant EU Treaty objectives and those of specific Council declarations and
regulations or the ACP Agreement should be recalled, as should any specific objectives
for the country concerned laid down by the EU Institutions.

3ULRULWLHV�IRU�FR�RSHUDWLoQ

This section should set out the strategic choices for EC co-operation, on the basis of the
EU’s and the country’s priorities, making possible the setting of priorities within and
across sectors and by instrument according to an assessment of:

– the relative magnitude of the financial and administrative resources to be made
available and their likely impact (for example, in terms of improved country
economic performance and poverty reduction);

– sustainability, given the political, economic, social and institutional situation;

– the EC’s ad hoc “comparative advantage” vis-à-vis others based on lessons learnt
from the past.

The underlying aim should be to concentrate on a relatively limited number of priorities
and move wherever possible from a project to a policy based programme linked to
structural/sectoral support.

&RKHUHQFH

The principle of coherence or consistency with other EU policies requires attention. The
linkages between external assistance and other Community policies in such fields as
fishery, agriculture, commerce, conflict prevention, food security and migration should,
as appropriate, be examined and dealt within this section. Account needs to be taken of
any future negotiations on regional economic partnership agreements and the need for
trade aspects to be dealt with in an appropriate way in this context.

&RPSOHPHQWDULW\�ZLWKLQ�(8

The aim is to ensure that the proposed EC strategy is complementary to the strategies of
Member States active in the country concerned and vice versa. To achieve this, it should
relate the assistance from both Member States and the Commission to the partner
country’s own development strategy, and to EU co-operation objectives.

Complementarity should begin with the process of ascertaining that there is no over lap
between donors in a specific sector. Moving on from there, a more advanced form of
complementarity will be for individual donors to take the “lead” in co-ordinating donor
involvement in a specific operation, based on comparative advantages determined on a
case by case and country by country basis.This process could also be extended to include
discussion of different types of collaborative financing between the EC and Member
States where either the EC or the Member State concerned has an ad hoc comparative
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advantage and a shared interest in pooling resources. The move towards sector support
programmes should facilitate this approach.

&RPSOHPHQWDULW\�ZLWK�RWKHU�GRQRUV

The aim is to ensure that the proposed EC strategy fits in with and does not duplicate the
strategies of interested donors or multilateral agencies and vice versa.

The above objectives of sectoral complementarity should also be extended where
possible in a similar manner to other donor initiatives. The wider CDF/PRSP initiative
could provide the role model in this context particularly for countries where the system is
being tested in practice.

3RLQW���

7KH�DERYH� HOHPHQWV� OHDG� LQWR� HLWKHU� D�:RUN�3URJUDPPH� RU� D�1DWLRQDO� ,QGLFDWLYH
3URJUDPPH

The Work programme or National Indicative Programme (NIP) is essentially a
management tool covering a period of several years (from 3-5 years) to identify and
define, in a transparent manner, the selected areas/sectors of co-operation for financing,
and appropriate measures and actions for attaining the objectives set down. Where
appropriate, the work programme should also provide indicative resource allocations8.

6WUXFWXUHG�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�(8�GRQRU�FR�RUGLQDWLRQ��PDWUL[�WR�EH�DQQH[HG�

For information and for maximum transparency, a matrix should be included in the annex
tabulating the known interventions of other donors, including MS and multilateral
donors. This may not be complete, but would at least reflect in a transparent way the
results of the local co-ordination outlined above. This matrix will also be a useful
contribution to the CDF/PRSP exercise if that is being developed in the partner country.
In fact, where a CDF or PRSP approach has been tested and is operationally proven, the
CDF/PRSP matrix should be substituted for a specific EU matrix to avoid duplicating the
efforts of other donors, and to encourage a further movement towards complementary
interventions by all major donors.

&��352&('85(�)25�'(9(/23,1*�$�&63

This section illustrates steps involved in the formulation of a CSP.

&����3$571(56+,3�:,7+�7+(�%(1(),&,$5<�&28175<

A CSP should be drafted on the basis of discussions with the partner country ensuring
sufficient ownership to facilitate successful implementation. In this context, policy
dialogues should be encouraged and should lead, if possible, to mutual understanding and
consensus. Any divergences between the country’s own analysis and perception, and that
of the Commission and associated donors, should be noted. The analysis and assessments
will be discussed with the partner country, but not negotiated.

                                                

8 The CSPs should not however pre-empt the budgetary authorities decision-making procedures
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It is therefore essential to know and understand the overall thrust of policy in the
beneficiary country, what its aims and objectives are and whether a national policy
statement (national development strategy/PRSP) exists. The process of developing the
national development strategy is important, as strategies which are not "owned" by the
country are generally less effective in the long term than those developed with the full
participation of the country itself. As part of the process, and where this is possible, the
government should involve civil society in elaborating the national development strategy.
Civil society is by its nature somewhat disparate, ranging from Chambers of Commerce
and municipal organisations to churches and human rights NGOs. However, civil society
is probably the most important single factor in development in terms of human
contribution and experience. An effective dialogue between public and private actors will
not only help to generate consensus on priorities, but will also help identify who is best
placed to deliver services.

It has to be recognised that in some cases, a country’s institutions are either not
functioning well or have become dysfunctional. This means that the structured approach
to "country-owned" policy formulation outlined above will simply not provide a realistic
starting point. In such cases the CSP will be based on the Community’s own analysis of
the development needs of the country (in co-ordination with the views of MS and other
donors). In countries affected by emergencies, CSPs should focus on linking relief,
rehabilitation and development (LRRD) to manage the transition from the emergency to
the development phase.

Where an overarching EU/EC- country or region policy agenda exists, the CSP will take
account of this agenda in assessing the process of reform and the government priorities.

&����&2�25',1$7,21�&203/(0(17$5,7<�:,7+�0(0%(5�67$7(6

Joint consultation between the European Institutions (the Commission and the EIB) and
the Member States concerning country analysis should be strengthened as CSPs are seen
as a major tool to ensure the complementarity of the co-operation activities of the
Community and the Member States.

Therefore, the Commission, together with MS, should share their analysis of the political,
social and economic context of the country at an early stage. This is a labour-intensive
process and its success will depend on good initial planning, maximised exchange of
information, of expertise and labour input, and rapid and relevant on the spot feedback.
Active data sharing with multilateral agencies will also be an essential part of the process.

&�����%8,/',1*�7+(�(&�5(63216(�675$7(*<

This step in the process will identify the areas where the Community might focus its
assistance, and involves the setting the goals and objectives of the selected areas of co-
operation, taking account of the relative degree of sectoral policy development, and the
ad hoc comparative advantage and interests of the Community, MS and other donors. It
should be considered whether for certain sectors, complementarity can be promoted at
this level through specialist or sector working groups, through the discussion on co-
financing or parallel financing of bilateral projects, and through participation in sector
support programmes.

This process must take account of the need to focus on a limited number of areas of
intervention falling within the specific development assistance priorities laid down by the
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Commission and the Council in relation to the country policy agenda. These will vary
from region to region but will include crosscutting issues such as capacity building,
environmental protection, and gender equality. A particular emphasis should be given to
the state of preparation and implementation of macro-economic, structural, sectoral and
sub-sectoral policies.

Both the sector assessment and identification process will be key issues for discussion
with locally represented or interested MS. MS must provide the Commission with solid,
detailed operational feed-back on their own intentions and input at this stage, if
complementarity is to be made to work at all effectively.

The definition of the Community’s proposed strategies will lead to:

Á A Work Programme or National Indicative Programme (NIP)

Á A matrix tabulating the known interventions of other donors, including MS and
multilateral donors.

&����48$/,7<�$1'�&2+(5(1&(�6&5((1,1*�352&(66

The draft CSP will be reviewed in a quality support group within the Commission
responsible for ensuring overall coherence of the CSP approach and, as appropriate, be
presented to the relevant management Committee.

&����,03/(0(17$7,21�0(&+$1,606

CSPs will only be a successful tool for programming if accompanied by an appropriate
implementation and review mechanism. This mechanism should ensure continuity in the
programming process while allowing the CSP to reflect on-going developments in needs
and performance in the country concerned. In this context, and in order to make CSPs
operational, the following principles should be given emphasis:

Á Work Programmes or, where they exist, NIPs will be at the core of the
implementation mechanism. They should indicate all activities in a sub-sectoral
context to be carried out during the period covered.

Á CSPs and more regularly Work Programmes or, where they exist, NIPs will be
reviewed jointly by the Commission and the National Authorities.

Á A key element of this process will be the development of suitable indicators. It is
possible to measure and review progress towards the expected results, and to
monitor and evaluate the achievement of strategic goals only with the aid of
reliable, jointly agreed benchmarks and indicators, including the national or
sectoral performance targets to be attained by the Government. Where ever possible
existing indicators will be used such as those of the country itself, MS and other
donors.

Á The procedures and reporting requirements should not increase the overall
administrative burden on the parties concerned. It will be necessary to determine to
what extent the increased burden on upstream ’programming’ tasks can be
compensated by administrative savings downstream. This includes both the
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beneficiary country and the Commission and Member States in the operation of the
respective Management Committees.

Variations in programming procedures, as between different regions, may arise given the
differing legal and policy basis of the co-operation agreements with third countries.


