10th EDF Regional Seminar - Caribbean Region 
The discussions between Commissioner Louis Michel and the Ministers, National
Authorising Officers and Regional Authorising Officer from the Caribbean Region took
place in the context of the EU policy initiatives including the European Consensus and
the Caribbean Communication recently adopted by the Commission, with a view of their
being fully taken into account in the 10th  EDF programming exercise.
General Aspects
The Caribbean Regional Seminar took place on April 6-7, 2006, in Santo Domingo, was very well attended.
· All fifteen ACP countries of the Caribbean attended, of which eight at Minister level.
· The regional organisation CARIFORUM, CAR1COM, Caribbean Regional Negotiations Machinery and the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States also participated
· The substantial presence of EU Member States, including Austria, Germany, Spain, France, Italy, Netherlands, the United Kingdom, Hungary, Poland and Finland. 
· The French DOMs were also represented.
The Plenary Sessions covered a wide range. of topics presented by DG DEV, DG REGIO, DG TRADE and DG TAXUD.  These Included the European Consensus, Aid 
Effectiveness, the new Caribbean Communication, the End of Term Review, the 10th EDF Programming process, New policies and sectoral questions including governance, civil society and migration,  Tax cooperation and common tax standards, Budget Support, EPAs, the EIB, and ACP/OCTs/DOMs cooperation. The strong participation of the Caribbean representatives and of the Member States throughout these sessions was a clear indication of the interest in the new orientations for EU - Caribbean relations. The Plenary part of the programme was opened by Commissioner Michel, the Vice President of the Dominican Republic and the Chairman of CARTFORUM in a televised session widely covered by the media.

Additionally, Commissioner Michel had a bilateral encounter with the President of the Dominican Republic, Mr Lionel Fernandez.

It is clear that the Caribbean Regional Seminar has resulted in a significantly raised awareness in the Region about the EU-Caribbean partnership.
Political Aspects
It was noted that generally the Caribbean have long standing democratic traditions and overall satisfactory records of Human Rights and the Commissioner encouraged the countries to continue their efforts to further strengthen their institutions and to deal with certain specific Human Rights issues including prison reform.
The developments in Haiti were discussed in the regional bilateral and the return of Haiti to its place within CARICOM following the democratic elections earlier this year was recognised and encouraged. Due to the inability of the Haitian President elect to be in the DR. it had been decided that the bilateral with Haiti would take place in the context of the encounter of DG DRV Director General S Manservisi with President Elect Preval and Interim Prime Minister Latortue in Port au Prince on April 8, 2006.
State of 9th EDF Cooperation
The 9lh ED F overall situation for the Caribbean is as follows:

	Allocation
	Committed by end 2005
	Contracted by end 2005
	Payments by end 2005


The main 9EDF issue that was discussed was the 9EDF Mid-Term Review of the Caribbean Regional Indicative Programme. In an in depth and frank discussion it was possible to address a number of implementation issues that have influenced progress of the CRIP.  Commissioner Michel indicated that he would consider all the points put forward and would take a final decision soon also in the light of the required institutional. 


Restructuring, notably the merger of the CARIFORUM and CARICOM secretariats and the absolute necessity to ensure commitment of all EDF funds before the end of 2007,
On the national level, discussions .indicated the generally satisfactory progress in implementation and the requirements for continuing the positive trend.
For the coming period 2006/2007, the immediate priorities were the ETR of the 9EDF and the programming exercise for the 10th EDF which will run concurrently. The message was clearly delivered about the deadline for commitment of funds by end of 2007,
A sectoral breakdown of 9th EDF is attached. 

10th EDF Programming Trends 

General Analysis
The discussions on the national and regional programming of the 10th EDF were based on issues papers (Notes de Cadrage) which contain the orientations for the programming that had been jointly established by the Commission services and the national authorities.
On the regional front, the orientations for the 10th EDF are support to the regional integration process and the tackling of many of the specific vulnerabilities affecting the region. The regional integration aspects will focus on the completion of the Caribbean Single Market and Economy, the successful conclusion of the EPAs, the sub-regional cooperation between the DR and Haiti and in the OECS and assistance to Haiti for its integration in the CSME, support for the Regional Development Fund and the Special Development fund. In addressing vulnerabilities, would be covered interconnection among the geographically dispersed Caribbean states, the protection of the environment and the addressing of the natural disasters problem, HIV/AIDS and drugs and human resources development.
On the national front the principle orientations were Good Governance, Fiscal and Public Sector Reform, Private Sector Development and unproved competitiveness, Rural Development, Poverty alleviation, Education, Skills Development and Human Resources Development, Infrastructure.
Specific Issues
Coherence between National and Regional Programmes
This was one of the key messages transmitted in the Seminar. Contrary to what happened under previous EDFs, the fact that for the very first time, •programming at regional "and national level are being done concurrently was-a strong message on the expected interlinkage of the two processes.
Governance
The overriding importance that the EU attributes to good governance and the unambiguous position that good governance is a fundamental for successful and sustainable development was emphasises in all the sessions, both plenary and bilateral.
In the particular case of the Caribbean it was clearly indicated that good governance was a holistic issue affecting all areas including the political economic and social arena. Particular emphasis was placed on the need of cooperation and transparency in the tax area.
Budget Support
The Commissioner emphasised that budget support holds many possibilities for the Caribbean region and that he was most supportive of preceding that direction wherever possible. Budget Support is a more mature way of delivering development assistance ensuring even more ownership on the policy choices and management of aid, and also facilitates enormously in the absorptive capacity of small national administrations burdened by multiple donor implementation requirements.
Joint Programming
The principles of the European Consensus and the importance of the convergence as much as possible towards joint programming between the Commission and EL1 MS were underlined.
Regional Economic Integration and EPAs
The Commissioner indicated his satisfaction at the positive trends in regional integration represented by the recent conclusion of the Single Market component of the Caribbean Single Market and Economy and encouraged those countries that are waiting to join in the course of 2006 to speed up their accession. He indicated that the EU is well aware of the great opportunities offered by regional integration and also of the difficulties that sometimes appear along the way and proposed that the EU experience could serve both as an inspiration and as an example of addressing the issues.
The Caribbean is in the third phase of negotiations towards a conclusion of an EPOS with the EU before the end of 2007 and the Commissioner encouraged the participants to enhance their efforts in that direction and to ensure that regional integration and EPA commitments be systematically embodied in their national development plans and
strategies. The Commissioner reiterated the EU's commitment to support regional integration and the conclusion of the EPAs in the context of the 10th EDF.
Coordination
The importance of donor coordination was repeatedly raised and even more so the need for the Governments themselves to take the lead in this process.
Tranche Incitative
Underlining time and again his conviction as to the fundamental nature of good governance, the Commissioner made reference to the need for the region's governments and regional bodies to put in place genuine and practical programmes for enhancing good governance. He indicated that the commitment to good governance and the preparation of good governance programmes could give rise to an additional Incitative slice to be added to the national allocation and which could substantially increase the original allocation.
The approach and spirit of the Incitative Tranche was explained although the precise mechanism is still being considered. Good Governance, EPA progress and overall performance, including quality and coherence, will all be elements to be taken into consideration.
On Timing
Letters to NAOs
Letters from Commissioner Michel will be addressed to all the NAOs and RAO, confirming the substantive elements of the discussions and the orientations of the 10th EDF programming. These letters will be despatched before end of April 2006.
Draft CSP/RSP: The first drafts of the CSP/RSP are expected by June/July 2006.
EDF Committee: Consultation of the EDF Committee is expected to take place in the first trimester of 2007.
Final Decisions: Expected before June 2007

